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A   Hero’s   Journey  
Build   it:    Catapults  
YouTube:   Easy   DIY   catapult    https://bit.ly/2IHKiZC  
 
You   will   need:  
•   Popsicle   sticks  
•   Plastic   spoons  
•   Rubber   bands  
•   Marshmallows   or   pom-poms  
•   A   picture   of   dragon   or   castle   on   the   wall  
 
Gather   materials   to   make   a   catapult   then   set   up   a  
catapult   testing   station   in   front   of   a   target   taped   to   the  
wall   or   try   it   outside.  

photo   from   devincollier.com  
 
Create   It:    Knight   Shield  
 

1. Draw   the   shape   of   a   shield   onto   something   sturdy   you   can    
             cut,   like   cardboard   or   an   empty   cereal   box.   You   can   use   the    
             template   that   is   attached.  
 

2. Then   cut   it   out   and   decorate   it.   If   using   cardboard,   you   
             may   want   to   ask   a   grown-up   for   help   cutting   it   out.   
 

3. To   attach   a   handle   to   the   back   of   the   shield,   use   a   strip   of   
             leftover   cardboard   or   cereal   box.   
 

4. Use   tape   to   attach   your   handle,   or   put   a   small   amount   of   
             glue   on   each   end   and   then   press   the   glue   side   down    
             facing   the   back   of   the   shield.   When   it’s   dry,   it   will   be   a   
             handle   to   hold   your   shield.   
 

                                        5.    Go   off   on   your   Hero’s   Journey!  
 
Write   It:    Quest   Letter  
Imagine   you   are   playing   outside   one   day   when   a   carrier   pigeon   drops   a   piece   of   rolled   up  
parchment   into   your   lap.   You   carefully   unroll   it.   Inside   it   tells   you   you   must   save   the   day!  
Write   what   the   letter   says   below.   Include   who/what   you   are   being   called   to   save,   why,   and  
what   the   journey   will   look   like   to   get   there.  
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Read   It:    Trickster   Tales   Acrostic   Poems  
On   your   hero’s   journey   there   will   be   tricksters   along   the   way   who   will   want   to   throw   you   off  
course!     See   the   attached   page   for   the   activity!  
 
Play   It:    Tangrams  
On   your   journey   you   will   come   across   many   animals.   See   the   attached   page   to   put   some  
together!    
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A   New   Twist   on   an   Old   Tale  
Build   It:    Labyrinth  
Prehistoric   labyrinths   were   used   to   trap   malevolent   spirits   or   for  
religious   rituals.   In   Greek   mythology,   Daedalus   constructed   an  
elaborate   labyrinth   for   King   Menos   of   Crete   to   hold   the   Minotaur,   a  
half-man,   half-bull.   Daedalus   almost   got   trapped   in   his   own   labyrinth  
(which   was   really   more   like   a   maze),   but   Ariadne   provided   him   with  
thread   that   he   used   to   wind   his   way   back   out   again.  

 
Do   you   know   the   difference   between   a   maze   and   a   labyrinth?  
A   maze   is   a   complex   branching   puzzle   through   which   the   solver   must  
find   a   route.   This   is   different   from   a   labyrinth,   which   has   a   clear   path  
and   is   not   meant   to   be   difficult   to   navigate.   Labyrinths   have   only   one  
exit   and   entry;   mazes   might   have   several.  
 
Make   your   own   labyrinth   by   gluing   cut   up   straws   to   a   paper   plate.   You   could   also   use   string  
or   yarn   instead   of   straws.   You   can   design   it   like   a   maze,   but   remember   that   a   labyrinth   only  
has   one   exit.    When   your   pieces   are   dry,   try   going   through   your   labyrinth   with   a   marble   or  
small   ball.    If   you’re   not   sure   what   kind   of   a   design   you   would   like,   there   are   samples  
attached.  
 
Create   It:    Origami   Rabbit  

In   origami,   we   take   one   piece   of   paper   and   fold   it   into   being   a   new   shape,  
just   like   an   author   can   take   an   old   story   and   add   changes   to   make   it   a   new  
story.  

Try   your   hand   at   origami   with   the   attached   Instruction   sheet.  

 
Write   It:    Fractured   Tale  
What   is   your   favorite   fairy   tale   or   folk   tale?   Three   little   pigs?   Cinderella?   The   Gingerbread  
Man?   Pick   your   favorite   and   rewrite   it   as   if   you   were   the   main   character.   What   would   you   do  
differently?   Would   it   still   be   in   the   same   place,   like   a   castle,   or   would   it   be   at   your   house   or  
apartment?   Will   the   ending   be   the   same?  

 
Read   It:    Tall   Tale   Mad   Lib  
Fill   in   your   own   words   on   the   blanks   of   this   story   to   create   a   new   one.   Ask   your   family   for   the  
words   without   telling   them   the   story   to   see   how   silly   it   turns   out!   Use   the   attached   sheet   for  
your   story.  
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Play   It:    Hoodman’s   Blind  
In   this   game   one   player   knows   what   will   happen   and   the   other   does   not,   just   like   the   author  
and   reader   of   a   fractured   fairy   tale!   To   play,   Use   a   bandana   or   another   piece   of   cloth   as   a  
blind   fold.   This   is   a   game   where   trust   is   involved   to   follow   directions.   You   will   need   a   friend  
or   family   member   to   play   this   game   with   you.   One   person   wears   a   blindfold   while   another  
gives   directions   that   lead   around   the   room.   Go   over   how   big   a   step   is   and   possible  
directions:   up,   down,   left,   right,   etc.    What   else   can   help   you   find   your   way?   What   can   you  
hear?   Smell?   Feel?   How   do   these   help   you   get   to   the   destination?    
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Once upon a time there was a _____________ named_________ 

who was so ___________ that he could __________ 

the __________. His favorite thing to do was __________ 

with the ____________. He had a _________ named 

_________ who was so ___________ that it/he/she could 

________________ in ______________ . 

They liked to play together, especially __________ . Whenever 

they played _____________ , the neighborhood 

___________ would hide under their ___________ . 

One day while they were playing, they found a ___________  

who was crying. Its ___________ was stuck in a 

____________ and the    ___________  couldn’t get loose.  

So they and thought about what they could do to help. Finally, ___________  

had an idea! “Let’s__________ some ___________ onto its paw. 

Tall Tale Mad Lib 

noun 

noun 

noun 

verb  

verb  

adjective name 

favorite activity amount of time 

game 

same game as before 

mythical creature 

body part 

same mythical creature as before 

same animal as before 

animal 

profession piece of furniture 

noun 

noun 

name 

verb 

adjective 



Common   Threads  
 

Build   It:    Three   Little   Pigs   Wolf   Test   
Build   houses   and   put   them   through   “wolf   tests.”   
   You   will   need:  

● Yellow   construction   paper   or   pipe   cleaners  
● Tape  
● Sticks/twigs   or   craft   sticks  
● Blocks   or   cardboard   boxes   of   uniform   size  

 
Make   the   “straw”   by   rolling   construction   paper   into   extra   thin   tubes   
and   taping   them   closed   (or   use   pipe   cleaners).   Gather   sticks/twigs   
of   roughly   uniform   size   (or   use   craft   sticks).   Gather   blocks   or   small   cardboard   boxes   of  
uniform   size,   such   as   tissue   boxes   or   shoeboxes.   Build   your   house   to   test   the   wolf’s   huffing  
and   puffing!  
 
How   much   wind   is   required   to   knock   them   down?    
 
For   the   wolf   tests,   you   will   need:  

● Toilet   paper   tubes  
● A   hair   dryer   or   electric   fan  

After   huffing   and   puffing   through   toilet   paper   tubes,   use   a   hair   dryer   or   electric   fan   for   heavy  
winds.   If   none   of   these   winds   knock   down   the   houses,   your   house   is   sturdy!  
 
Make   It:     Magic   Wand  

 
You   will   need:  

● Large   craft   sticks   (a   skewer   is   used   in   the   picture,   but   you   can  
             also   use   
              sticks   from   outside   or   even   a   pencil)  

● Markers   or   Crayons  
● Strips   of   paper   and/or   ribbons   in   a   variety   of   colors    
● Tape   or   Glue  

Color   your   craft   stick   with   markers   or   crayons.   Cut   your   ribbon   and/or  
paper   into   thin   strips.   Once   cut,   glue   them   or   tape   them   on   the   end   of  
your   craft   stick.   Now   you   have   a   magic   wand!  

 
Write   It:    Same,   Same,   but   Different  
In   a   lot   of   stories   there   are   things   that   seem   the   same,   but   end   up   very   different.   They   have  
common   threads.   What   are   the   common   threads   between   you   and   your   friends   or   your  
family?   Write   about   the   ways   you   are   the   same   as   they   are   and   the   ways   you   are   different.   
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Read   It:    Ancient   Egypt   Anagrams  
Anagrams   are   words   or   phrases   that   use   the   same   letters   as   another   word   or   phrase.   Use  
the   worksheet   attached   to   solve   these   ancient   Egypt   themed   anagrams.  
 
Play   It:    Queek  
Here’s   an   easy   game   to   play   with   a   friend   or   someone   at   home.   Spread   a   large,   checkered  
cloth   on   the   floor.   Take   turns   throwing   a   small   rock   or   checker   on   the   board.   Before   you  
throw,   call   out   whether   the   pebble   will   land   on   a   light   or   dark   square.   You   can   use   an   old  
sheet   and   a   marker   to   make   the   checkered   cloth.    A   large,   broken   down   box   that   is   flat   will  
also   work   by   making   a   colored   checkered   pattern   on   it.  
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 Ancient Egypt Anagrams

MY MUM  ___________________ 

YARD IMP  ___________________ 

ROACH CUTE  ___________________ 

A HARP OH  ___________________  

TACO PEARL  ___________________  

RICHLY HOSE PIG  ___________________  

BAR SAC  ___________________  

PEA TYING  _____________________

CIDER LOCO  _____________________

PRAY PUS  ______________________

Anagrams are words or phrases formed by rearranging the letters of another word or phrase 
Can you rearrange these anagrams to spell out words about ancient Egypt?



Magical   Creatures  
 

Make   It:    Unicorn   Slime  
You   will   need:  
•   5   oz   bottles   of   glue   (glitter/pastels)  
•   ½   cup   of   liquid   starch   for   each   5-oz   bottle   of   glue  
•   Mixing   bowls   and   spoons  
 
To   make   unicorn   slime,   you   will   need   a   5   oz   bottle   of   glue   for   every   ½  
cup   of   liquid   starch.   Mix   ½   cup   of   liquid   starch   with   the   glue   and   stir  
until   blended,   adding   more   starch   if   needed.   Make   three   separate   batches   of   different   colors  
and   then   twist   them   together   for   “magical”   unicorn   slime.     For   an   added   touch,   you   can   add  
glitter   and/or   sequins   to   make   your   slime   sparkle.  
 
Make   It   (Bonus):    Dragon   Finger   Puppets  
If   you   don’t   have   the   things   to   make   slime   at   home,   then   you   can   make   your   own   dragon  
finger   puppet   with   the   attached   sheet!  
 
Create   It:    Imagine   a   Dragon  
Children   can   create   their   dragons   at   home   using   the   attached   sheet.   Ask   a   grownup   if   you  
can   share   a   picture   of   your   dragon   on   the   library’s   facebook   page.  
 
Write   It:    Magical   Pets  
Imagine   you   had   a   magical   pet.   What   would   it’s   powers   be?   What   would   it   look   like?   Would  
you   be   able   to   communicate   with   it,   and   how?   Where   would   it   live?   What   would   it   eat?  
Write   about   your   new   magical   pet.  
 
Read   It:    Mythical   Creature   Jokes  
Share   some   of   these   jokes   and   riddles   with   your   family,   then   write   your   own!  
 
What   do   you   call   a   wizard   from   outer   space?   
A   flying     sorcerer!  
 
What   should   you   say   to   a   two-headed  
dragon?  
Bye-bye!  

How   does   a   dragon   see   at   night?   
With   a   knight   light.  
 
What   do   you   get   when   a   dragon   sneezes?  
Out   of   the   way  
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Play   It:    Magical   What   If  
 
Do   this   as   an   activity   to   stretch   your   imagination.   
Brainstorm   “What   if?”   questions   and   ask   your   family   members   separately   to   see   if   they   have  
different   answers.    Share   your   answer   with   them,   too!    
 
 
Sample   questions:  
•   What   if   we   also   had   eyes   in   the   back   of   our   heads?  
•   What   if   we   could   change   our   height?  
•   What   if   candy   was   good   for   you?  
•   What   if   animals   were   smarter   than   people?  
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Imagine   a   Dragon  
Everyone   knows   what   a   dragon   looks   like,   or   do   they?   Imagine   your   own   dragon   and  

draw   it   here.   It   can   be   any   color.   It   can   have   two   legs   or   four.   It   can   have   wings,   breathe  
fire,   be   enormous,   or   not!   This   is   your   dragon.  
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Dragon   Finger   Puppet  

Decorate   the   dragon   finger   puppet   with   crayons,   markers   or   glitter.  
Cut   it   out.   Wrap   it   around   your   finger   and   tape   it   closed.  
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Once   Upon   a   Time  

 

Make   It:    Magic   Dancing   Beans  
Just   like   the   magic   beans   in   Jack   and   the   Beanstalk,   you   can   make   your   own!   Dancing   beans  
tutorial:     https://bit.ly/2TvZQoJ  
You   will   need:  

● Dry   beans   (not   cooked   or   canned)  
● Clear   carbonated   soda  
● A   glass   jar   or   cup  

Fill   a   glass   jar   with   the   clear   carbonated   soda.   Repeat   a   spell,   such   as  
Tarantallegra   (“ta-RON-ta-LEG-gra”).   Add   a   handful   of   dry   beans   to   the  
jar   of   soda.   Children   wave   their   wands   around   the   jar   as   the   magic   beans  
dance.  
 
Create   It:    Witch/Wizard   Hats  
Witch/wizard   hats   tutorial     https://bit.ly/2XXGF5A  
You   will   need:  

● Construction   paper   and   scissors  
● Moon/star   cutouts   or   stickers  
● A   pencil  
● A   ruler  
● Scotch   tape  
● A   compass   (optional)  

 
Draw   (or   trace)   a   semi-circle   onto   construction   paper   with   a   9–11”   radius.   Cut   out   moons  
and   stars,   or   use   stickers.   For   brims,   cut   rings   2–3”   wide   out   of   construction   paper.  
After   you   cut   out   the   semi-circles,   form   a   cone   by   bringing   the   two   ends   together.   Adjust  
each   cone   for   a   proper   fit.   The   cones   will   need   to   be   a   little   wider   if   brims   will   be.   Staple   the  
seams   at   the   base   of   the   cone   and   tape   the   rest   of   the   seam.   Children   decorate   their   hats  
with   moons   and   stars   as   desired.  
 
Write   It:    Happily   Ever   After  
Do   you   ever   wonder   about   what   happened   after   the   “Happily   Ever   After”?   Or   what  
happened   that   made   it   so   happy?   Or   maybe   it   wasn’t   happy   at   all?   Think   of   your   favorite  
fairy   tale   that   ends   with   “happily   ever   after”   and   write   what   happened   after!   
 
Read   It:    Bad   Lib   Poetry  
Use   the   attached   sheet   to   write   your   own   limerick   and   nursery   rhyme.   Although   most   don’t  
start   with   once   upon   a   time,   they   are   very   short   and   fun   stories   that   can   be   magical!  
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Play   It:    Wizard   Charades  
This   is   a   great   game   to   play   with   other   family   members.  
 

“Wizard,   wizard  
Please   do   tell  

What   did   I   become  
When   you   cast   your   spell?”  

 

The   child   who   is   the   “wizard”   puts   the   “magic   hat”   (use   any   hat)   on   another   child.   That   child  
acts   out   an   animal   (such   as   a   toad,   snake   or   cat)   or   an   object   (such   as   a   car,   table   or   spoon).  
The   “wizard”   then   must   guess   what   the   child   has   turned   into   by   watching   the   actions   of   the  
child   he   or   she   has   cast   the   spell   on.  
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Bad Lib Poetry

Limerick

There once was a ______________________ from _____________________ ,

Who liked to _________________________ in ________________________ .

He/She/It started to ____________________ .

And continued to _______________________ .

And finally ______________________ in _______________________ .

(noun) (place)

(2-syllable verb) (place that rhymes with first place)

(verb)

(verb that rhymes with last verb)

 (2 syllable, past tense verb) (third rhyming place)

Nursery Rhyme

Old King __________________ was a merry old _______________________ ,

And a Merry Old _______________________ was he.

He called for his ____________________________ ,

And he called for his _________________________________ ,

And he called for his _________________________________ three.

(2 rhyming words—second word is a noun)

(same word as second above)

(noun)

(noun that rhymes with second word in first line)

 (three syllable occupation)



Timeless   Tales  
Build   It:   Marshmallow   Castle  

 
A   lot   of   fairy   tales   have   royalty   and   castles!   Make   your   own   castle   by  
using   marshmallows   and   toothpicks!   See   how   tall   you   can   make   it,   or  
how   much   weight   it   can   hold.   After   you   are   finished,   you   have   a  
marshmallow   treat!   
 
Young   fingers   may   need   help   with   the   toothpicks.  
 
Want   more   of   an   engineering   challenge?   Visit  
https://sunflowerstostem.com/tetrahedron-tower/    to   make   the   picture  
featured   here.  

 
Create   It:   Crown  
Often   in   folklore   and   fairy   tales   there   is   royalty.   Use   the   attached   template  
to   create   a   crown   of   your   own.   You’ll   need:  
 

● Crayons   or   Markers  
● Scissors  
● Tape  

 
If   you   need   it,   ask   a   grown   up   for   help   with   the   scissors.   What   will   you   be  
royalty   of   and   rule?   Your   pillow   fort?   Your   stuffed   animals?   Your   pets?  
 
Write   It:   Family   Folktale  
Ask   a   family   member   what   their   favorite   folk   tale   was   growing   up.   It   could   be   anything   from  
Chicken   Little   to   Johnny   Appleseed.   Once   they   tell   you,   write   your   own   version   featuring   you  
and   your   family   member   as   main   characters.  
 
Read   It:   Paul   Bunyan   Mad   Lib  
Folklore   has   been   passed   down   by   people   telling   the   stories   to   each   other,   not   writing   them  
down.   This   means   that   the   stories   have   changed   over   time!   Read   the   attached   mad   lib  
featuring   Paul   Bunyan   and   ask   your   family   to   fill   in   the   blanks   and   see   how   much   the   story  
can   change.   
 
Play   It:   Ninepins  
In   stories   with   castles   there   is   often   a   Jester,   or   the   person   whose   job   it   is  
to   make   the   King   and   Queen   laugh.   Sometimes   they   tell   jokes,   but  
sometimes   they   juggle   using   pins!   In   this   game,   set   up   nine   clothespins  
like   bowling   pins.   Have   a   player   sit   or   kneel   a   few   feet   from   and   facing  
away   from   the   pins.   The   player   tries   to   knock   over   pins   with   a   marble  
while   looking   over   his   or   her   shoulder.  
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Paul Bunyan was a powerful giant, __________ feet tall. He was famous throughout the lumbering  

districts for his great _________ strength. So great was his lung capacity that he called his 

____________ to dinner by blowing through a ___________ tree. When he spoke __________  

sometimes fell from trees. 

 

When he had doughnuts for breakfast, they were carried from the ___________ by __________ 

____________   on poles which they carried on their__________. 

 

Bunyan was assisted in his lumbering by a huge blue __________ named Babe. This ___________ 

___________ had the strength of nine ____________ and it weighed ___________ thousand pounds. 

Its head was so big, it measured seven ___________ between the eyes. Its horns were of ___________ 

and ____________Paul tied a line to their tips and hung __________ on it to dry. The original color of 

the animal was pure ____________. 

 

One _____________ it snowed ____________snow for ____________ days and the ox lying down in it 

all ___________ was dyed ______________ Paul and Babe __________ a ___________ house up a 

hill. In the woods around Paul’s camp were ___________ animals. Some were very wild and 

____________ and others harmless. There was a ____________ which laid square eggs so that they 

would not roll ______________ the hill. 
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