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IN THE KNOW

FEDERAL NEWS AND POLICY UPDATES

A NEWERA BIDEN PLEDGES SHIFT BROLICY

President Biden intends to implement sweeping changes in current K -12
education policies, reinstating several Obama -era safeguards for students,
changing funding priorities, and addressing the challenges created by the

coron avirus pandemi c (Blad, 2020).

CIVIL RIGHTS

Biden will restore guidance issued during the Obama administration
about the rights of transgender students. He will also more
aggressively approach civil rights enforcement in education,

including regulations to address racial discrimination in disciplinary
polices,and revoke Betsy DeVosds changes to
sexual assault and harassment (Blad, 2020) .

BUDGET

Proposed federal education budgets for the past four years have featured major
spending cuts and increased emphasis on private and charter schools , although
Congress has not followed through on those proposals. In contrast,
according to an article in Capital & Main , Biden has promi sed to
triple Title | aid for low -income schools, with requirements for higher

teacher pay, and vowed to double the number of psychologists,
counselors, nurses and social workers in schools 6 (Buhl, 2020). He also intends to
seek funding for pre kindergarten and invest in school infrastructure (Buhl, 2020).

di r e
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PANDEMIC THE NEW NORMAL
RESPONSE

Congress acted with reasonable haste in passing legislation to address the
coron avirus pandemic in the spring, but further legislative action stalled
throughout 2020 as partisan wrangling over funding levels and purposes blocked
significant assistance. School districts were left to scramble as they planned for

the 2020 -2021 school year with uncertainties about fund ing, virus spread, and
distance learning. Federal and state guidance was often contradictory, unclear,

or absent altogether.

THE CARES ACT

The first Covid -19 relief bill, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security

(CARES) Act, enacted in March of 2020, provided $13.5 billion in grants to states

for K-12 education based on their share of Title | funding. States were then to

distribute at least 90% to schools and districts to be used for coronavirus response,

including coordination of long  -term closu res and purchase of educational

technology. Additional emergency funds were available through a

small er Governor s E¢@Reidaxrid.on Relief Fund

Under this legislation, states were also allowed to request waivers

from ESSA requirements for state assessments, accountability
measures, and school improvement designations for 2020. Individual school
districts could carry over Title | funds and operate under schoolwide programs if

they qualified for any Title | funding. Restric  tions on Title IV -A funds were set aside
so that districts could increase spending on technology infrastructure (Reid, 2020).

COVID EMERGENCY RELIEF FRAMEWORK

The second Covid -19 relief bill, passed by Congress on December 21, 2020, as part
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 . included a much more substantial
$82 billion for education.  Funneled through Title | funding  mechanisms again ,
$54.3 billion was designated forK -12 school s, i nc ltou
expand broadband access, $10 billion for child care, and continued

funding for school meal programs ¢ (Jordan, 2020) . Other allowed

uses include d acquirin g school -level resources to address the

B > Federal News and Policy Updates
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pandemic, addressing specific needs of disadvantaged students, improving
coordination among educational agencies to slow the spread of the virus
improving technological infrastructure and purchasing technology, supp orting
student mental health services, and repairing facilities to improve air quality and
reduce virus spread (Jordan, 2020) .

REOPENING SCHOOLS

School districts are searching for ways to re  -open permanently for face -to-face
learning as soon as safely possible. Although schools have made tremendous
efforts to carry on through distance learning, the pandemic and school closures

have resulted in significant declines in learning and damage to
student social and emotional well ~ -bein g. Dr. Vivek Murthy, co -chair
of Bi dends 1% task OrCeVhbt&d that lower community
infection rates, masks and social distancing in schools, and

additional resources to implement safety measures are all vital. Educators also
hope that guidance from a new Department of Education will be more consistent
and helpful (Kamenetz & Nadworny, 2020)

MISSISSIPPI NEWS AND POLICY UPDATES

IN THENEWS MDE ANNOUNCEMENTS

ACCOUNTABILITY CHANGES

In an adjustment to accountability meas ures, MDE will now include performance
on the ACT WorkKeys assessment as a college and career readiness indicator.
According to a press release from the Mississippi Department of Education (MDE):

Previously, student performance at the national benchmarks in
math and reading or English on the ACT was the sole indicator of
college and career readiness. The additional career

preparation measure recognizes students who score x
at the Silver performance level on ACT WorkKeys and ,
earn an industry certification in  a technical field or

complete a career pathway in high school. (MDE, 2020)

Mississippi News and Policy Updates > C
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Although the Accountability Task Force (ATF) recommended adding ACT
WorkKeys as an indicator, they did not require completion of a career pathway
or industry certification as part of that indicator. The Commission on School
Accreditation, on the other hand , felt that a career pathway or industry
certification was necessary to make the ACT WorkKeys compatible in rigor with
the ACT (MDE, 2020).

ENROLLMENT DECLINE

Statewide enroll ment in Mississippids public s
students between September 2019, and September 2020, according to a press

release from the Mississippi Department of Education. A sharp drop in

kindergarten  enrollment combined with an increase in

homeschoolers are two factors behind the decline, along with out -

of -state transfers and a move to private schools. |\W
About 4300 fewer kindergarteners enrolled in 2020 than did in 2019,

a figure which more than quadrupled the cumulative decline over the past three

years. More than 6700 new students were listed as homeschooled in 2020, and
1600 registered late (after September 30) (MDE, 2020).

A U. S. News and World Report article about the MDE press release points out:

Enrollment in Mississippi public schools has dropped by an average
of 5,511 students each year over the past three years. The decrease
this year coincides with uncertainty caused by the c oronavirus
pandemic, although the Department of Education news release

did not cite reasons that families have chosen different paths for
their children's schooling (Associated Press, 2020) .

STATEWIDE

NATIONAL AND REGIONAL MEASURES
PROGRESS

MISSISSIPPI: A TURNING POINT

In July of 2020, the Southern Regional Education Board (SREB) released its ninth
biennial report to member states on their progress in meeting SREB goals. The

report details the following successes for  Missisppi :
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{ The state -funded pre -K program met all 10 of the nationally
recognized standards of quality i one of just four programs in
the nation to do so.

t  Fourth graders outpaced the region and nation in gains in
reading and math achievement at both the Basic an d
Proficient levels on NAEP. For the first time, fourth -graders in
the state outperformed the nation in reading and math
achievement on NAEP at the Basic level or above.

t Eighth graders outpaced the region and nation in gains in
reading and math achievemen t at both the Basic and
Proficient levels on NAEP.

t The ninth-grade enroliment bulge shrank, indicating that
more eighth -graders are prepared to make transitions to ninth
and then 10th grade.

t  The high school graduation rate outpaced the region in
growth.

t The average state Pell Grant award exceeded the nation
and was the highest average award in the region.

t Only state in region in which the first  -year persistence rate of
first-time, full -time students at public, 4 -year colleges and
universities increased from 2012 to 2017, indicating that more
first-time, full -time college students returned to college for a
second year (Crowe, Durrance, & Gagne, 2020)

QUALITY COUNTS: MISSISSIPPI 280 MOST IMPROVED STATE
IN EDUCATION

Mississippi improved its standing in Education Week 6 s Qual ity Count s

2020, Ranking second among states with the greatest improvement, Mississippi
earned a C -, coming closer to the national average. The Quality Counts report

Mississippi News and Policy Updates > E ¢
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measures three facto rs: chance for success, funding, and

achievement. The state made the most progress in the nation on the
achievement section, primarily driven by improved scores on the
National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP). The report
i dent ikey aldances in
levels, parental employment, 4th
i n Mississ({MpHhR0RY.

CONNECTING THROUGH TECHNOLOGY

MISSISSIPPI CONNECTS
According to Dr. Carey Wri ght,

family income, parental education

-grade reading, and 8th -grademath 6 as f actor s

rating

DISTANCE
LEARNING

Educ a

St ate
legislators passed two laws in response to the coron

Superintendent of
avirus pandemic ,
creating a comprehensive digital learning system and becoming
the only state in the nation  to provide computers to every public -

school student in the state. Through these laws, $149.7 million was

appropriated to purchase computer equipment, 98.6% of which has been used
to purchase 390,000 devices as of December 2020. An additional $50 million was
designated to increase broadband availability to students. Almost 79% of that
fund had been used by December of 2020 to purchase hot spots and equipment,

cell towers, access points, and fiber optic cable (Wright, 2021) .

Mississippi Connects Components

Devices Digital Telehealth
and Services Curriculum T and

Laptops or and Learning internet Training and Teletherapy
tablets delivered Management connectivity in technology Student access
to districts with Systems areas of the support for to telehealth

all software, High-quality state where educators, and teletherapy
security and instructional students do students services for
support features materials and not have and parents to their physical,
pre-loaded and online platforms broadband be successful social and
configured for for teaching and service with digital emotional health
immediate use learning

learning
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SECTION 1

CLEVELAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
PROFILE

‘ INTRODUCTION

leveland School District is located at 305 Merritt Drive in Cleveland
Mississippi. In 2020
2021, the district
housed two
thousand nine hundred sixty-
eight (2,968) students in
prekindergarten through twelfth
grades. The district has  six
elementary school s, one middle
school serving s even th through
eighth grade ( 7-8), and one high

school serving ninth through

twelfth grade (9 -12). The district also runs a career
and technical center and a behavioral
management alternative school.

Cleveland School District believes that learning is
essential for all . The district strives to provide
opportunities for students to be successful in and
out of the classroom. A large part of that success

is attributed to the Cleveland Career
Development and Technology Center, which
allows stude nts to explore a variety of career and
educational opportunities.




Cleveland School District Profile

PHILOSOPHY

VISION

eland School District

TO DEVELOP A COMMUNITY Learning is Essential For All

OF LIFELONG LEARNERS
WHO ARE PRODUCTIVE CITIZENS THAT ENGAGE IN STUDIES THAT WILL
ENABLE THEM TQEARN AND APPLY INFORMATION CREATIVELY AND
EFFECMELY.

MISSION

LEARNING IS ESSENTIAL FOR ALL.

GOALS

clo/A8 i STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTTO FOCUS ORGANIZATIONAL
EFFORTRAND ALIGN RESOURCES TO CLOSE ACHIEVEMENT
GAPS AND ENSURE ALL STUDENPARE COLLEGE OR WORK
READY.

elo 87 POSITIVE CULTURE O CREATE ARESPECTFUL, POSITIVE
DISTRICT CUTLURE THAT IS FOCUSED ON TEACHING AND
LEARNING WITH HIGH EXECTATIONS

cloy NSk COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT- TO ESTABLISH TRUST WITH ALL
STAKEHOLDERSQOMMUNITY, PARENTS, STUDENTS, AND
EDUCATORS) BY MAINTAINING OPEN, HONEST
COMMUNICATION AND BUILDING POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS.

EMPLOYEE RELATIONSTO RECRUIT AND RETAIN HIGHLY
QUALIFIED TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS THAT WILL LEAD
SCHOOLS THAT ARE SAFE, ORDERLY, AND HIGH ACHIEVING.

COREVALUES

+ Growth Mindset
+ Equity

+ Positive Culture
+ Accountability

(Cleveland School District, 2021)

2> Philosophy
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‘ COMMUNITY CHARACTERISTICS

ituated on the western border of Mississippi, Bolivar County gets its name
Cfrom Simon Bolivar, an early 19 t-century leader of the liberation of several
South American colonies from Spain . The county is primarily rural and
agricultural with small, isolated communities. (ie3) —8)

Bolivar County is located in the Mississippi Delta area,

Shelby
o

also known as the Yazoo Basin . The area is known for sDumas

growing cotton, soybeans, corn, and rice. In 2020, ESsckhnd
Bolivar County had a population of 32,592 people " 7]
with a median age of 3 0 and a median household (65

income of $3 3,116. Demographically, the population was 34.2% White, 63.7%
Black, and 2.2% Hispanic. Between 3% and 4% of the people in Bolivar County
speak a non -English language, and nearly 98 % are U.S. citizens. Major industries
include manufacturing, transportation and distribution, and farming

The poverty rate for Bolivar County is estimated by the U. S. Census Bureau at
29.4%, with 38.9% of children birth to 17 years old living in poverty and 36.5% of
children ages 5 to 17 living in poverty  -related households.

Cleveland is the county seat of Bolivar County. Cleveland is home to Delta State
University.

DISTRICT CHARACTERISTICS

he Cleveland School District is in Cleveland , Mississippi. In addition to

Cleveland , the district serves the towns of Boyle, Renova, and Merigold . Al

schools within the district are rural. District -wide free and reduced el igibility

is around 87%. Restaurants, retail, education/government , and agriculture
are the primary employment sectors in the community. Many families from
surrounding communities travel to Cleveland for work

Within Cleveland School District, as reported by the
Small Area Income and Poverty Estimate  from the U.
S. Census Bureau, about 40.9% of children between
ages 5 and 17 live in poverty -related households.

District Characteristics > 3



Cleveland School District Profile

ENROLLMENT

Figure 1: 2016-2021 District Enrollment

Figure 2: 2016-2021 District Enroliment Trends by Grade

4> Enroliment
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































